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| Dedication, 


| To Miſs WOLLSTONECRAFT. 
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MapDam, 9 
T the following little Poem poſſeſſes any part of the true 
ſpixit of Poetry, it muſt be attributed to your excellence 
that inſpired it - Vet, in-ſubſcribing to your mental acumen 
and logical defivition, I would not have it underſtood 1 in- 
cluding my approbation of your political poſtulatum, as ap- 
plied to the French Revolotion.. The ann of Politics in | 
F rance, reſembles a Harlequin's Jacket ; in which, the com- 
ponent parts appear to be jumbled together without having 
any particular reference to each other. ' The populace, burſt- 
ing from the wade of ſlavery to revel in the vortex of unre- 
ſtricted freedom, will not be eaſily convinced that their ca- 
: lamities 
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lamities ae the offspring of their newly-acquired Idol. In 


a ſtate where Authority is not legally inſtituted and recog- 


nized by the body-politic, men will naturally revert to the 
firſt principle of nature and, acting from the impulſe of the 
moment, remedy their particular inconveniencies at the ex- 
pence of every ſocial and moral obligation. To draw even an 
outline of what France may hereafter be, from its preſent 

E motley appearance, is hardly poſſible, The conteſt is not to 
ſecure the national honour and prof; perity, it is a ſtruggle be- 
| ; tween individuals for authority and whilſt each one imagines 
he has an intereſt independent of the whole, there can be no 
ſuch thing as public confidence eſtabliſhed. Unanimity ſhould 
be the key-ſtone of the political ſtructure; and, if they are 
not in poſſeſſion of that, the conſtitution muſt inevitably 

crumble to atoms. CA = 

Callous indeed muſt have been the. heart, Sas did not 


exult in the emancipation of twenty-five millions of men, 


from the tyranny of * potic Government ; but, how much 


i 


bg More 


r 3 =.+ 1 NL 
more callous muſt be the heart, that does not ſhrink with hor- 
ror at the enormities reſulting from a licentious abuſe of their 
liberty. The Populace are neither philoſophers nor politi- 
clans ; they know no difference between freedom and autho- 
rity but, conceiving them to be one and the ſame, they 
: imagine an exemption from reſtraint debe an unli- 
mited licence for action: and this want of diſcrimination is 
likely | to prove the bane of their proſperity. : 

Perhaps the enthufiaſm with which you have entered 
upon the Hiſtory of the French Revolution, may induce you 
to contemplate the viciſſitudes attending it, with an eye that 


can diſcern no blemiſh, or, with a mind that can find a pal- 


* " 


liative for every error: and, whilſt you are thus wrapt in 
admiration, you may probably pronounce the womb of futurity 
to be pregnant with more happineſs to that nation, than time 
itſelf may be able to bring forth. But, whatever advantages 
may ultimately attend the Revolution, they are not likely to 
be experienced by the preſent generation. The ſpirit of i in- 
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trigue that diſgraced the old government and enſlaved the 


people, has tranſmigrated to the Convention, and created a 
ſet of petty tyrants ; who, becoming dubious of each other, 


4» 


can never cordially unite, or act with energy in ſupport of the 
general cauſe. Diſcord is perpetually fomented by different 
cabals ; and till there be ne fixed and invariable principle to 
proceed upon, the moſt active are the moſt likely to be ſacri- 


ficed at the altar of ſuſpicion ; and it certainly requires a very 


„ 


conſiderable portion of faith to believe, that thoſe men who 


* 


have wantonly wreſted from the innocent their property and 
their lives, will henceforth forbear to plunder ; and, im- 
| bibing the true ſpirit of patriotiſm, act only for the benefit of 
| poſterity. A 150% EG 

What are the members of the National Convention, but 
ſelf-created legiſlators, ho have crept into power by pro- 
cation the kiliGoation of their predeceſſors; and who in turn 
will be ſwept away by che ſame means, as ſoon. as poſſeſſi a 
ſhall haye lull'd their vigilance to zepoſe.. We know:by en- 
| < 5 3 | perience 


(n) 

perience that nothing but perfidy can be expected Hans men 
of bad principles ; and ſurely thoſe who have violated the im- 
preſcriptible rights of nations, countenanced the baniſhment of 
wealthy but innocent individuals, and ſhared in the confiſ- 
cation of their property, can give no ſubſtantial ſecurity for 
their future good intentions. | 

I ſhould not have troubled you, Madam, with the fore- 
going ſentiments, had it not been to convince you, that I can 
admire your abilities without ſubſcribing myſelf a proſelyte 


to your political creed, 


I am reſpectfully Yours, 


. H. C0 L I. 8 
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POETICAL EPISTLE. 


WHILST venal mk attune their dulcet lays, 
In praiſe of thoſe who ſcarce deſerve their praiſe ; 
Let me, from purer, nobler motives ſing, 


And mark what ills from EpucarTtion ſpring ; 
- Tell how the Nymph of every charm poſſeſt 
That lures the eye or thrills the feeling breaſt, 


Bears thro' exiſtence—o our laſting ſhame, 


A mind enfeebled and a nerveleſs frame. 
Shall men with men each ſocial bleſſing ſhare, | 
And doom to mean ſervility the fair? 
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_ Unjuſtly claim an arbitrary ſway, 


And reign the petty monarchs of a day ? 

No :—rigid Fate, of each alike the friend, 

Created all for one peculiar end ; 

And where the tyrant ſtalks with fancied _ 

"Tis pow r aſſum'd, or reaſon ee 

Twixt mind * ae; then ay, ye 3 and i wiſe, 
In what and where the ſexual difference lies ? 


If reaſoning man the etherial ſpheres can climb, 


And wing'd by thought outſtrip the flight of time; 


If, tracing nature's never erring laws, 


He ſprings enraptured to the firſt great cauſe * 


Or mounts the fiery ſteed, and boldly rides 
Where griſly. death triumphantly preſides, 
And onward, ſpite of every danger goes, 
Reſolv'd to periſh or ſubdue his foes. 

If ſuch exertions be to men confin'd, 

As moſt congenial to their bent of mind, 


Point out the ſphere that ſuits the female beſt; 


And bring hey ſenſe and judgement to the teſt. 
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Whilſt education damps ambition's flame, 
And wraps in dark obſcurity her name:; 
Whilſt Le prejudice, unknowing why, * 
Looks up to Genius with a jaundic'd eye; 
And lordly man deſcends with envious ſpirit 
To pluck a feather from the wing of merit; 
What wonder if-th* indignant fair deſpiſe 
The only means by which they ought to riſe, 
And finding talents meet ſuch poor rewards, 


Devote their hours to faſkion and to cards. 
* | 


*Tis not for them, regardleſs of their health, 


In earth's dark womb to gather hoards of wealth; 


Tis not for them, by mad ambition whirld, 


To fly where glory has her flag unfurl'd, 
Or paſs with miſſile weapons in their hands, 
O'er Zembla's waſtes, or Afric's burning ſands ; 


Far other views their ſ portive minds engage, 
The poliſh'd triflers, of a trifling age: 
They rather love o'er midnight lamps to fit : 
And ſearch the realms of ſentiment and wit, 


Or follow fancy in her airy dance, 


Thro' all the fairy ſcenes of wild romance, 
Till the fond heart in ſympathy o'crflows 

| With Joys fictitious, or ideal woes: 
Yet ſhould thoſe ſcenes ſo glowingly pourtray'd 
In real life, aſſail the melting maid, | 
Each tender feeling would forget to move, 


And cold indiff rence conquer ſocial love. 


Who looks through life, with ſteady eye, will find, 

One leading principle pervades mankind ; 

That, form'd by nature for the ſelf ſame ends, 

Eachon the whole, for ſocial bliſs depends ; 

That, Sex to Sex, for mutual ſuccour clings, 

And all our diff rence from our treatment ſprings. 

What then is Woman on the preſent plan ? 

The ſplendid plaything of tyrannic man 


His equal, only in a wanton hour, 
When lawleſs luſt ſubdues the tyrant's * r; 


Then, in the fervor of illicit love, 


He deems the fair an angel from above, 18215 
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Enraptur'd gazes on her form and face, 
And thinks each blemiſh a ſuperior grace: 


At length, all bluſhing, from the traitor's arms 


She ſprings, diveſted of her wonted charms, 


Condemn'd to bear, for having ice kind, 
A frame polluted and a wounded mind. 

Ye vile aſſociates in corruption's cauſe, 

Who break through nature's and religion's laws, 
And ſeem ambitious only to deſtroy, . 
The opening bloſſom of domeſtic joy; 

Should death let fall life's curtain by ſurprize, 
And ſign your ſoul's dread paſſport to the ſkies, 
Where faithful mem ry all the paſt unfolds, 
And God himſelf the rod of juſtice holds; 


O fay, when ev'ry deed ſhall be reveal'd, : 


And not the ſhadow of a thought conceal'd, 


What apt excuſes will ye then aſſign 


To ward the vengeance of a pow'r Divine ? 


« Curſt be the verſe, how well ſo &er it flows,” 


Thar gives a death-wound to the mind's repoſe, 


— 


And may contempt obſcure the · Poets fame, 
Who brands the guiltleſs with a guilty name; 

Gives truth the lie unmanly freedom takes, 

And ſays & all women at their hearts are rakes ;* 

Yet ſuch his merit, and his failings ſuch, 

We ſcarce can prai/e or cenſure him too much, 

With all the fervor of the nine poſſeſt, 
Twas his to thrill with extacy the breaſt; 

But ah | when malice could direct a dart, 

Tipt with the rancour of an envious heart, 

Envenom'd flander nerv'd the poliſh'd line, 

And truth was facrific'd at ſatire's ſhrine. 

Should 3 bold author riſe in juſt diſdain, 
And burſt the bonds of prejudice in twain; 
f 


8 * © Some x to buffneſe, Jome to pleaſure take, 
| « But ev'ry WOMAN is at heart a rake, 
Porz. 
His goodneſs of heart muſt ſurely be very problematical, who could prefer ſuch 
an infamous charge againſt the fair ſex, and that too without excepting even his 
ewn mother, | | 


(#) 
With reaſon's force the laws of cuſlom break, 
And no diſtinction *twixtthe. fexes make, hows ual 4 
The fair would ſoon to-honor's height arrive. | 
For minds like ſoils by cultivation thrive; 7 
But erring man in follyꝰe mad career. bat] 
To narrow bounds contracts ihe feraale's ſphere/, | 
And -roſaly thinks; by partial paſſions ſway d, 8 . g 


The ſex created ſolely for his aid: 

What time the fair-one, in the bloom of life, 
Reſolves “ to be, or not to be''—a wife— 
Parental force ſubverts her fix'd intent, 

And gives her hand againſt her heart's confent ; 
Hence many a female, from her nuptial hour, 
Becomes the victim of oppreſſive pow*r ; 

Bears aavecining through fucceſive ſears 

The painful burthen of domabiic cares, 

Each ſtern injunction of her lord obeys, $2.54 
And all the ſlave's ſervility diſplays, 5 
Flies where he bids, and as he pleaſes lives, 


Nor taſtes a bliſs but what the tyrant gives, 


* 
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* Aſk ye to whom this gloomy ſketch applies ? 13 
Tis modern wedlock, ſtript of all diſguiſes" 1 | Z 
And many a wretch by ſad experience finds, 4 
Amidſt the conflict of oppoſing minds, 4 
That lat and intereft in connubial life, I 
Are bubbling ſources of perpetual ſtrife, 3 
The glowing bridegroom and the bluſhing bride, I 
By kindred feelings ſhould be cloſe allied ; J 
When Virtue's bonds congenial beings bind, 1 
Mind holds a myſtic intercourſe with Mind, 

And whilſt eſteem their mutual faith improves, 
And heart to heart with fond vibration moves, | Fa 
The vis to pleaſe extends to either breaſt, a 
And each, in bleſſing, ſeems completely bleſt. 

* 


Too long has man, ambitious in his aims, 
Uſurpt thoſe rights which woman juſtly claims, 
| Pour'd from his tongue harſh vollics of abuſe, 
And held the fair ſubſervient to his uſe; 


| * Che (2718 
But now, ſuperior to each mean control, 
She ſhows her native dignity of ſoul, 
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Thus WoLLsTONECRAFT, by fiery genius led, 


Entwines the laurel round the female's head; | | 
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Runs the bright edurſe her kindred ſhould have ran, 


And throws the tyrant's fetters back to man. 


Contends with man for equal ſtrength of mind, 


And claims the rights eſtrang'd from womankind ; 


Dives to the depths of ſcience and of art, 

And leaves to fools the conqueſt of the heart ; 

Or mounts exulting through the fields of ſpace, 
On faith's ſtrong pinions, to the throne of grace; 
Whence ſprings a tranſport that can never cloy, 


In full aſſurance of eternal joy, 


In active life * views we plan, 
Each ſtill is bound to do the beſt he can: 
If unſucceſsful, why ſhould we repine? 
« To err is human, to forgive divine.” : 
E'en thoſe diſtinguiſhed for ſuperior worth, 
And ſtampt with heaven-born genius at their birch 3 
Who, led by wiſdom and by ſcience. taught, 


Explore the regions of abſtracted thought, 


1 20) 
And blaze like ſtars in diſquiſition's field ; 
In common liſe to common failings yield. 1 455 
| Hence mean /u/picion ſpread her murky ſtole, 
O'er poliſh'd Swans ever active ſoul? 
Elſe, when a *fav*rite of the inſpiring nine, 11 
With all the glow of energy divine, 
' Unaſk'd, eulogiums in my favor pent- d, 
And warmly d her to become my friend, 
The + Palace door, now bolted by command, | 
Had ſhrunk ſubmiſſive from my preſſing hand, : 
And ſhe with kindred ſympathy impreſt, 
Pour'd forth a welcome to no vulgar gueſt. 
But tho? caprice denied the wiſh'd accels, 


O! think not therefore, I eſteem her leſs ; 


* Mr, Jexxincnran favor'd the author with an introduftory letter to Miſs 


Sz wan p, but that lady (from prudential motives no doubt) refuſed to receive him 
— perhaps ſhe was apprehenſive he might become, from his connexion in the The- 


atre, an importuning acquaintance, and render her, as ſhe before had been, a dupe 

\ to Theatrical artiſice. If her conduct originated from ſuch motives, it may not 
be amiſs to obſerve, that, tho the author is xo? above accepting of favors—he has xe- 
ver been accuſtom d to ſolicit them. 


+ Miſs SZwanv lives in the Biſhop's Palace, Litchfield, 
/ 


) 
Pleas'd with her worth reverence her name — 
Inſcrib'd by genius on the roll of fame ; 
Yet, whilſt ambition prompts her ardent mind, 
Tocourt the general homage of mankind ; 
And whilſt fair ſcience guides THY ready pen, 
To trace the jarring principles of men ; 
May J. ſequeſter'd in the vale of life, 
Where rage no whirlwinds of tempeſtuous ſtrife ; 


May I, from envy and from pride remov'd, 
Be known to few, and be by them—BELOV'D. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 


HE circumſcribed reception which Porrxr now meets with, 
is an isicfragable proot of a general depravity of Taſte. 


True Poetry carries with it an irrefiſtable charm ; and though we 


do not pledge ourſelves to lay before the Public a Collection of 
Pieces ſuited to all raftes, and free from all defects, yet we ſhall be 
careful not to admit any production, however pregnant with wit or 
elegant in its diction, that would cauſe innocence to bluſh, or givea 
ſanction to the laxity of the times. With regard to the Selected 
Department in general, we truſt no apology will be thought neceſ- 
ſary, when it be conſidered, that in reſcuing ſome Poetical 
Flow'rets from the Vale of Oblivion, we are only paying our reſ- 
pects to the Manes of departed Genius. But with the Original Per- 
formances we ſhall approach the tribunal of the Public with the 
mingled ſenſation of hope and apprehenſion. 


JOHN HENRY COLLS, 
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